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Molecular Compounds
Writing a formula when given a name
• Identify the root names for elements that are on the periodic table (usually only the first syllable of 
the name)
• Write all symbols of elements in the order they are found in the name
• Identify the prefixes and write the corresponding number down low after the symbol (subscript) for 
that element
Naming when given a formula
� First non-metal name remains the same
� Last non-metal name add  -ide 
� Use prefixes to indicate number of atoms of each type
Prefixes: 
Mono - one (not used for 1st element in compound)  Di for two
Tri for three Tetra for four Penta for five  
Hexa for six Hepta for seven Octa for eight
Nona for nine Deca for ten

Example:  CO2 is carbon dioxide.  N2O5 is dinitrogen pentoxide.
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